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The SS Orontes was a passenger ship owned by the Orient Line and built by Vickers Sons & Maxim 

Limited in 1929. From 1929 to 1940, it served on the England to Australia route, notably carrying 

the English cricket team to the famed Bodyline tour in Australia in 1932. During World War II, the 

Orontes became a troopship, serving that role from 1940 to 1947. At the end of the war, it was used to 

raeturn Prisoners of War from Australian camps back to Europe. Following the war, the ship was 

refitted as a single class passenger ship, and served once again on the England to Australia route from 

until 1962, when it was scrapped in Valencia, Spain. 

THE SS ORONTES 
(1929-1962)



DESCRIPTION
Built to a scale of one quarter. Hull of wood construction with 

white superstructure, black hull, red boot topping, brown anti-

fouling, and two cream funnels. Mast forward and mast aft 

painted brown, with six derricks forward and six derricks aft 

complete with winches and rigging. Ten lifeboat stations on 

each side, three boarding (accommodation) ladders on each 

side, with swimming pool and three hatches in main deck aft. 

Three hatches, main deck forward, windlass and anchors on 

forecastle deck, with twin screw geared turbine propulsion. 

Encased in glazed cast on stand, with an additional base. 

(Model: 1100mm W x 4200mm L x 460mm D / Case: 1580mm 

W x 4500mm L x 750mm D / Base stand: 470mm W x 4600mm 

L x 860mm D)

PROVENANCE

Presented to Peninsula & Oriental shipping agents, Newcastle, 

in 1963 on the occasion of the scrapping of the SS Orontes. 

Donated to the Newcastle Maritime Museum Society in 1976. 

Henceforth, the collection of the Maritime Museum, Newcastle.

Price on application







ORONTES (1929) 

0330 
1929/0900 

Management and operation transferred to P&O-Orient Lines. 
05.11.1961: Damaged when she hit the quayside while berthing at Marseilles. 
12.12.1961: Withdrawal announced. 

02.1962: Withdrawn from service. 
05.03.1962: Sold for £282,000 to J F Ordas of Madrid, to be broken up at 

Valencia. 

- ends - 

ORONTES (1929) 

0330 
1929/0900 

Career   
  

27.02.1929:  Launched by Lady Anderson, wife of Sir Alan Anderson, Chairman of 
Orient Line. 

09.1929:  Delivered as Orontes for Orient Steam Navigation Company.  The 
fifth and last of Orient Lineʼs generally similar new liners of the 
1920ʼs.  She was preceded by Orama (1924), Oronsay (1925), 
Otranto (1926) and Osterley (1928).  She differed in having a raked 
stem where the others were straight.  Her name is taken from a river 
(now the Asi) which rises in western Syria and flows into the 
Mediterranean in southern Turkey. 

05.09.1929: Served, along with Orford, as one of the official ships for the 
Schneider Trophy seaplane races off Ryde Pier in the Solent. 

13.09.1929: Maiden voyage was a two-day shakedown from Southampton to 
Penzance. 

25.09.1929: Maiden sailing on Australian service. 
1930s: Her passenger accommodation was converted to 463 first class and 

518 tourist. 
1933: Made a six-week cruise to the West Indies. 
1934: Ran aground undamaged on the Gallipoli coast while on a cruise 

among the Greek Islands. 
16.04.1940: Requisitioned for trooping. 
18.05.1940: Dive-bombed without damage in the Downs en route for Australia.  

On her return voyage she carried Australian service personnel and 
Wirraway aircraft to Singapore. 

12.1942: Landed troops at Oran during the North African campaign. 
06.02.1943: Parted forward cable during a squall in Glasgow docks and collided 

with P&O's Strathaird. 
07.1943: Landed troops at Avola during Sicily landings. 

1943: Landed troops at Salerno during the Italian campaign, after which 
she passed to US control for reinforcing the Italian Front. 

1944: Trooping to the Far East in preparation for anticipated invasion of 
Japan. 

1945: Carried French troops from Marseilles to Saigon to re-impose 
colonial rule in Indo-China. 

09.03.1946: Quarantined at Southampton with a case of smallpox on board. 
01.03.1947: Commenced a full refit of her accommodation by J I Thornycroft at 

Southampton. 
04.1947: Released from Government service having carried 124,630 troops 

and sailed nearly 790,000km (490,000 miles). 
14.05.1948: Rejoined the Australian service.  Her accommodation was converted 

to 502 first class and 618 ʻtourist Bʼ class. 
1953: Her passenger accommodation was converted to ʻtourist one-classʼ 

which consisted of 1,372 berths.  She ran a one-class emigrant 
service until her withdrawal. 

06.1957: First Orient ship to use the re-opened Suez Canal. 
08.1958: Minor collision in the Thames with landing craft Empire Baltic.
05.1961: The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company acquires 

outstanding minority interest in Orient Steam Navigation Company.  

 

0330 
1929/0900 

ORONTES (1929) 

Base data at September 1929.  Last amended June 2009 
* indicates entries changed during P&O Group service. 

  
Type  Passenger liner 
P&O Group service  1929-1962 
P&O Group status  Owned by subsidiary company 
Former name(s)   

  
Registered owners  Orient Steam Navigation Company Ltd 
Managers*  Anderson, Green & Company Ltd 
Operators*  Orient Line 

  
Builders  Vickers-Armstrongs Ltd 
Yard  Barrow-in-Furness 
Country  UK 
Yard number  637 

  
Registry  Barrow, UK 
Official number  146027 
Signal letters  LDPF 
Call sign  GBXM 
Classification society  Lloydʼs Register 

  
Gross tonnage  20,186 grt 
Net tonnage  12,048 nrt 
Deadweight  10,070 tons 

  
Length  202.38m (664.2ft) 
Breadth    22.85m (75.0ft) 
Depth    14.41m (47.3ft) 
Draught    9.191m (30ft 2in) 

  
Engines  Parsons single-reduction geared steam turbines 
Engine builders  Vickers-Armstrongs Ltd 
Works  Barrow-in-Furness 
Country  UK 

  
Power  20,000 shp 
Propulsion  Twin screw 
Speed  18 knots 

  
Passenger capacity*  500 first class, 1,123 third class 
Cargo capacity  3,677 cubic metres (129,873 cubic feet) 
Crew  464 

  
Employment  UK/Australia mail service 

  



Robert Williams
National Head of Single-Owner  

Collections & Sydney Office 

02 9362 9045 | 0403 142 106

robert.williams@leonardjoel.com.au 

John Albrecht
Managing Director  

& Head of Collections 

03 8825 5619

john.albrecht@leonardjoel.com.au leonardjoel.com.au

Melbourne Head Office
333 Malvern Road
South Yarra VIC 3141 Australia
t. 03 9826 4333  f. 03 9826 4544

Sydney
39 Queen Street
Woollahra NSW 2025 Australia
t. 02 9362 9045  f. 03 9826 4544
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Date Reference Invoice/Account No: Amount

Account: 

Email :

Phone :
Fax :

EFT Date:

Electronic Funds Transfer Remittance Advice

Leonard Joel
333 Malvern Road
South Yarra, VIC 3141

3141

(03) 9826 4333
(03) 9826 4544
info@leonardjoel.com.au

CLEO007

28/08/2017

18/08/2017 PI016464 l joel orontes model $140,000.30

$140,000.30Total

DARLING HARBOUR  SYDNEY  NEW SOUTH WALES  AUSTRALIA
Postal Address: 2 Murray Street, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia

Tel: (02) 9298 3777  Fax: (02) 9298 3780  Web: www.anmm.gov.au

ABN  35 023 590 988

Document 4

mailto:info@leonardjoel.com.au
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3. Is the Newcastle Maritime Museum in the hands of Administrators and if so, are they fully aware and
supportive of the sale? The museum is not under administration.

4. Does the Newcastle City Council have an interest in the model, (No) and if so, are they fully aware and
supportive of the sale? Yes, they are supportive of the sale and the President and Secretary are in regular
communication with the council.

5. Are there any other entities that have an interest, private or public, in the model? No.
6. What is the entity that will receive the proceeds of the sale? The National Maritime Museum. If an

individual, who is it?

Basically we want assurance that, if we are successful in our bid, that the model is absolutely unencumbered and 
that all relevant stakeholders agree to the sale. 

My advice today, both oral and via email, gives me every indication that the model is absolutely unencumbered 
and again, I reassure you, that the seller has already contractually confirmed this with Leonard Joel. 

Additionally   I am happy to hold the purchase price in trust with Leonard Joel for a short period of time, 
while you arrange successful uplift and removal of the model from its current home. 

I would be grateful if you are able to provide this information. 

Many thanks 

Australian National Maritime Museum 
Darling Harbour 

 NSW 2009 

www.anmm.gov.au 

R      m   m  
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Join: eNewsletter 

Download: Digital 
Signals 
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*********************************************************************************  

This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally 
privileged information. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is 
strictly prohibited and may incur severe penalties. 
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If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone on 02 9298 3777 
and delete all copies of this transmission together with any attachments. 
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One thought I had was that if it was inconvenient to relocate the model to ANMM due to upcoming construction 
and storage issues, we might be able to negotiate Newcastle Maritime Museum retaining it on loan from ANMM 
until such time as we want it.  
 
Expressions of interest for the model close on Wednesday 9 August at 5 pm so it may be necessary to alert
and others of our interest. Please find attached pdf of Leonard Joel brochure and a picture of the ORCADES on 
display in PASSENGERS. As already indicated John Albrecht has agreed that we can discuss with need‐to‐know staff 
and Council but, at the stipulation of the Newcastle Maritime Museum, do not wish this to become public 
knowledge. 
 
Please feel free to call me if you wish to discuss further over the weekend. 
Regards 
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From: John Albrecht <john.albrecht@leonardjoel.com.au>

Sent: Friday, 6 October 2017 1:14 PM

To:

Subject: RE: Any updates? Can I assist? Here to help.

Importance: High

IN CONFIDENCE

Hi

For privacy reasons I’m reluctant to just bulk send you correspondence but for no other reason than that. Nothing to 

hide. 

My first review of emails yielded this so I hope this helps until we work out whether this all blows away. 

Excuse brevity: 

• JULY 4  LJ RECEIVES SIGNED CONSIGNMENT AGREEMENT FORM VIA EMAIL WITH X5 NEWCASTLE 

BOARD MEMBERS (I ASSUME) CC’D

• AUG 8  LJ RECEIVES EMAIL ANSWERING  QUESTIONS (FROM MEMORY) & THE EMAIL ALSO 

CONFIRMED THE BOARD’S UNANIMOUS APPROVAL OF SALE AND LJ’S APPOINTMENT

• AUG 11  PRESIDENT OF NMM EMAILS ME AND ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD ACCEPTS THE OFFER 

(YOUR OFFER) & THANKS ME

• AUG 16  ANOTHER EMAIL FROM FRANK ELGAR (WHO HAS BEEN REPRESENTING THEM ALL ALONG) 

WITH THE FOLLOWING:

“Dear John 

Your wonderful Orontes news came at the very end of the Maritime Museum 's Board 

Meeting last Wednesday  

Ian Jones confirmed the sale to you on Friday after consulting with all 

NMM  Directors one of whom was overseas 

Everyone is pleased  with the significant figure achieved” 

I hope this gives you some comfort that there is a mountain of correspondence binding The Newcastle 

Maritime Museum, it’s Board and their Members to this contract. 

Kind regards, 

John 

Document 6
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From: @anmm.gov.au] 

Sent: Friday, 6 October 2017 9:19 AM 

To: John Albrecht <john.albrecht@leonardjoel.com.au> 

Subject: RE: Any updates? Can I assist? Here to help. 

Hi John, 
Not as yet, though I have a call lined up with the Council’s solicitor this morning. 
Most immediate assistance from your end would be to send me a copy of the consignment document you 

mentioned, that makes clear the Maritime Museum’s ownership of, and capacity to dispose of, the model. 
With thanks and best regards, 

From: John Albrecht [mailto:john.albrecht@leonardjoel.com.au] 

Sent: Friday, 6 October 2017 8:40 AM 

To: @anmm.gov.au> 

Subject: Any updates? Can I assist? Here to help. 

Celebrating the New Collector 

*Please excuse the brevity of this email as it has been sent from my iPhone.

John Albrecht BA LLB MBA 

Leonard Joel 

Managing Director 

M 0413 819 767 

Assistant Director, Public Engagement and Research 

Australian National Maritime Museum 
Darling Harbour 
Wharf 7, 58 Pirrama Rd, Pyrmont  NSW  2009 

www.anmm.gov.au 

Join: eNewsletter 

Download: Digital Signals 

*********************************************************************************  

This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited and may incur severe 
penalties. 
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If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone on 02 9298 3777 and delete all copies of this 
transmission together with any attachments. 
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If you have any queries in relation to the above, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Again, thank you for your 

assistance in this matter.   

Regards 

James Marshall | Lawyer 
Legal and Governance | Corporate Services 

Newcastle City Council 
Phone: +61 2 4974 2723 | Fax: +61 2 4974 2303 | Mobile: 0418 412 748 

Email: jmarshall@ncc.nsw.gov.au 

Web: www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au 

Our Corporate Values: Cooperation | Respect | Excellence | Wellbeing 

From: @anmm.gov.au] 

Sent: Friday, 6 October 2017 10:44 AM 

To: James Marshall;
Cc: 

Subject: SS ORONTES model sale 

Hello James, 

Thanks for the call this morning – we are happy to assist with your questions in any way we can. 

As discussed, the Australian National Maritime Museum has purchased the SS ORONTES model from the Newcastle 

Maritime Museum through an auction managed by Leonard Joel. This process was overseen by their Managing 

Director and Head of Collections, John Albrecht (contact details as per the attached document). John would be able 

to provide you with more information on the sale process, and is aware of your enquiry to us. 

As discussed, I will feedback to Frank Elgar that we have held off our planned pick-up of the model so we can ensure 

that Council is more fully briefed on the sale before we collect it. I am happy to confirm that it is the museum’s 

intent to carry out substantial conservation and restoration work on the model, and to subsequently put it on public 

display at our Darling Harbour site. We are also very open to further display of the model in Newcastle, as our remit 

is very much a national one. 

With thanks again for your time, and best regards, 

Assistant Director, Public Engagement and Research 

Australian National Maritime Museum 
Darling Harbour 
Wharf 7, 58 Pirrama Rd, Pyrmont  NSW  2009 

www.anmm.gov.au 

Join: eNewsletter 

Download: Digital Signals 
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*********************************************************************************  

This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited and may incur severe 
penalties. 
If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone on 02 9298 3777 and delete all copies of this 
transmission together with any attachments. 

 

***************** Confidentiality and Disclaimer Statement ***************** 
This email and any attachments are intended for the named recipient only and may contain private, confidential or legally privileged information as well as 
copyright material. Newcastle City Council does not waive any client legal privilege attaching to this email. The information must not be copied, printed, 
distributed or adapted without Council’s consent. If you are not the intended recipient you must not reproduce or distribute any part of this email, disclose its 
contents to any other party, or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete the 
message from your computer. 
 
This email does not constitute a representation by the Newcastle City Council unless the author is legally entitled to do so. Any email message sent or 
received by Newcastle Council may need to be disclosed by the Council under the provisions of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
(NSW). Any email message sent or received by Council may be saved in Council’s Electronic Document Management System. 
 
This email and any attachments have been virus scanned however Newcastle City Council does not represent or warrant that this communication is secure 
and free from computer viruses or other defects and will not affect your computer. No liability is accepted for any loss or damage resulting from a computer 
virus, or resulting from a delay or defect in transmission of this email or any attached file. This notice should not be amended or deleted. 


